James P. Gavigan
Executive Biography
James has been Minister-Counsellor for research and innovation and
Head of the Science, Technology and Education section at the European
Union’s Delegation to the United States of America in Washington DC
since September 2012.
He is responsible for liaising between the EU and the U.S. on policydriven cooperation in research and innovation. Current priorities include
marine/ Arctic, materials, health and transport as well as research-related
aspects of the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP). He also facilitates
cooperation between U.S.-based EU Member State Science Counsellors, undertakes outreach
and promotional activities on initiatives such as Horizon 2020 and Destination Europe as well
as fulfilling regular Counsellor duties.
From 2006 to 2012, James was Head of the European Commission’s European Research
Area (ERA) Policy Unit. He oversaw expansion of a partnership approach to EU research
policy between the European Commission, EU Member States and research stakeholders.
This entailed responsibility for launching a new ERA policy strategy “A reinforced ERA
partnership for excellence and growth” (July 2012) and related cooperation agreements
between the European Commission and five European research stakeholder organisations.
Prior to this, he coordinated preparation and follow-up of five ERA initiatives (2008) on joint
programming, research careers, infrastructures, knowledge circulation and international
cooperation.
From 2003 to 2006, James worked on the European Commission’s Research Investment
Action Plan and the research policy aspects of the EU's economic policy flagship - the
Lisbon Strategy, and was acting Head of Unit in 2006.
From 1995 to 2003 he worked on science and technology policy foresight at the European
Commission’s Institute for Prospective Technological Studies in Seville, Spain.
From 1990 to 1995, he was European Commission Scientific Project Officer for R&D
support schemes to small and medium-sized firms (1992-95), and for advanced functional
materials R&D - magnetic materials, superconductors and synthetic diamond (1990-92).
From 1985 to 1990, he worked as a research physicist in the CNRS, Grenoble (FR) and
Trinity College Dublin (IRL) - with research periods at CNR-MASPEC (IT), the University
of Birmingham (UK) and Nijmegen University (NL) - on the intrinsic magnetic properties of
rare earth-transition metal borides and magnetic thin films.
James has a BAMod (1985) and a PhD in Physics (1988) from Trinity College Dublin (IRL),
and a Master's in Public Administration (2003) from the University of Warwick (UK). He
speaks English, French, Spanish and some Irish and Italian. He was born on 19 Dec 1963 in
the Yukon, has dual Irish and Canadian citizenship and is married with four sons.
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Contact details: S&T Section - Delegation of the European Union to the United States of
America, 2175 K Street, NW, Washington, DC 20037
Tel: +1 202 862 9574 (switchboard); Fax: +1 202 429 1766
Email: james.gavigan@eeas.europa.eu
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